
Standard for Relay Protection Time
Setting Value

Article Overview

Relay protection time standards define the operating times and coordination of protective relays to ensure

selective and reliable fault isolation in power systems.

Overview of Relay Timing

Relay protection systems are designed to quickly isolate faulty sections while maintaining service to the rest of

the network. The timing of relays is critical to achieve selectivity, ensuring that only the relay closest to the

fault operates first, while upstream relays act as backup if the primary relay fails .

Time-Graded and Inverse-Time Protection

o Time-Graded Protection: Relays are set with progressively longer operating times as you move upstream

from the fault. This ensures that the relay nearest the fault trips first, and upstream relays only operate if the

downstream relay fails .

o Inverse-Time Relays: The operating time decreases as the fault current increases. This is particularly

effective in radial networks where fault current varies significantly along the feeder. Inverse-time relays allow

faster operation for high-magnitude faults while maintaining selectivity for lower currents .

o Definite-Time Relays: Operate after a fixed time regardless of fault current magnitude. These are simpler but

may require careful grading to maintain selectivity .

Grading Time

Grading time is the intentional time difference between consecutive protection stages. It must be long enough

to ensure selectivity but short enough to avoid unnecessary delays in clearing faults. For inverse-time relays,

longer grading times are often required due to measurement inaccuracies and variations in fault current .

Typical standards suggest that relays start operating when the current exceeds 1.3 times the set start current for

very or extremely inverse characteristics .

ANSI Standards and Device Numbers

ANSI device numbers standardize relay functions, making it easier to identify and coordinate protective

devices. For example, overcurrent relays, differential relays, and distance relays are assigned specific numbers

to indicate their function and operating characteristics . These standards help ensure consistent timing and

coordination across different equipment and manufacturers.

Backup and Selectivity
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Relay protection systems are designed with inherent backup. If the primary relay fails, the upstream relay will

operate after its grading time. Proper coordination minimizes the outage area and prevents cascading failures,

which is especially critical in high-voltage networks where unselective operation could lead to widespread

blackouts .

Key Principles

o Reliability: Relays must operate correctly under fault conditions.

o Selectivity: Only the relay closest to the fault should trip first.

o Speed: Relays must clear faults quickly to protect equipment and maintain system stability.

o Coordination: Grading times and relay characteristics must be carefully set to ensure proper sequence of

operation . By adhering to these timing standards and coordination principles, relay protection systems

maintain system stability, minimize outages, and protect equipment effectively.

50/51 and 50/51N relays Overcurrent relays are the most commonly-used protective relay type.

Time-overcurrent

The document provides recommended settings for various generator protection relays according to IEEE

C37.102. It lists the

Our Overcurrent Relay Setting Calculator will accurately calculate your overcurrent relay settings. Enter rated

current,

According to the standards, the relay should start once the energizing current exceeds 1.3 times the set start

current when the

Calculate time overcurrent relay settings with IEEE &  IEC standards. Learn IDMT relay formulas, TMS/TD

settings

Introduction Phase over-current protection is a common and widely used protection scheme that is

implemented in high voltage and

OVERCURRENT PROTECTION FUNDAMENTALS Relay protection against high current was the earliest

relay protection

Relay 7 has an instantaneous setting of 1100 A, which is smaller than the setting of relay 6, and so the

operating time of both relays
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With this Protection Relay Setting Calculator, you''ll be able to work out pickup current, time multiplier

settings (TMS),

The inaccurate setting values and defective protections may lead to lots of severe accidents, such as, the arc

flash accident, which

This page details the function of Definite Time Overcurrent Protection (ANSI 51), summarizes its operating

principle,

PSM and TMS settings that are Plug Setting Multiplier and Time Multiplier Setting are the settings of a relay

used to

Where it is desired to have more time delay before element operates for purpose of coordinating with other

protective relays or

Guidelines for Relay Setting - Free download as PDF File (.pdf), Text File (.txt) or read online for free. This

document provides

The relay setting development process should include a series of steps that guides the settings engineer to

achieve reliable and

TMS is a setting on overcurrent relays that controls how long the relay will take to operate once the fault

current

Web: https://www.in-au.co.za
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