
How should cable trays be laid in a
factory 

Article Overview

Cable trays in a factory should be arranged to separate power and instrumentation cables, follow efficient

routing paths, maintain proper spacing, and allow easy maintenance while ensuring safety and scalability.

Separation of Cable Types

Electrical (power) and instrumentation (signal/control) cables should be segregated to minimize

electromagnetic interference (EMI). Typically, power trays are positioned above instrumentation trays, and

strong current or high-voltage cables are kept apart from low-voltage control cables. If space is limited, metal

partitions can be used to prevent interference between closely spaced trays .

Spacing and Segregation

Maintain a minimum vertical and horizontal distance between power and control trays, often recommended at

300 mm (12 inches). Proper spacing reduces EMI and ensures safe operation. Tray dividers or partitions are

particularly important in areas with dense cabling or high electromagnetic fields .

Routing and Path Planning

Cable trays should follow straightforward, shortest practical routes between equipment to reduce cable length,

material costs, and power loss. Avoid unnecessary bends and junctions, and plan routes to prevent interference

with other plant systems. Consider future expansion and scalability when designing paths .

Tray Types and Material Selection

Choose tray types based on cable type and environmental conditions:

o Ladder trays: Good for ventilation and easy cable installation.

o Perforated trays: Allow airflow and drainage.

o Solid bottom trays: Protect cables from dust and water but may restrict heat dissipation.

o Wire mesh (basket) trays: Lightweight, ideal for data and low-voltage cables.

o Channel trays: Suitable for sensitive or few cables . Materials should be durable and corrosion-resistant,

such as stainless steel, galvanized steel, aluminum, or flame-retardant plastics, depending on factory

conditions like humidity, heat, or chemical exposure .

Load Capacity and Maintenance

Page 1/3



How should cable trays be laid in a
factory 

Ensure trays are designed to support current and anticipated cable loads. Avoid overloading to prevent sagging

or damage. Arrange trays for easy access to facilitate inspection, repair, and future upgrades. Proper height

and alignment improve maintenance efficiency and safety .

Zoning and Organization

Divide the cable tray system into zones based on cable type, purpose, and importance. This simplifies

management, reduces maintenance costs, and improves overall system organization. Use color coding or

labeling for quick identification .

Safety and Compliance

All layouts should comply with local and international electrical safety standards. Consider heat buildup, fire

protection, and accessibility for emergency situations. Proper design reduces risks of electric shock, fire, and

equipment downtime . By following these principles, a factory can achieve a safe, efficient, and scalable cable

tray system that supports both current operations and future expansions.

Other Cable Tray Spacing Requirements Spacing in Straight Sections For horizontal

Cable ladders and cable trays should be mounted far enough off the floor or roof to allow the cables to exit

through the bottom of the

Discover over 100 expert answers about cable trays, covering key topics like material selection, load capacity,

Cable ladder and cable tray systems The following recommendations are intended to be a practical guide to

ensure

Step-by-step guide to safe cable tray installation for industrial wiring. Improve safety, prevent overheating,

and ensure

Cable tray installation guidelines for industrial EPC projects with support spacing, earthing, routing, safety

and real site

The choice of method should be discussed with a local inspector. The best decision may be to extend only the

cables, creating a

Learn everything about cable tray installation with our complete guide. Discover types, steps, and safety tips

for
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Learn about effective Cable Tray Design and Layout for electrical systems. Our

NEMA VE 1-2017 Specifies requirements for metal cable trays and associated fittings designed for use in

accordance with the rules

Discover how to optimise Industrial Plant Cable Tray Systems for efficiency, safety, and

After determining the routing of the cabling, a structured cabling project initially needs to consider the laying

of cable trays, which can

Installation of Cable in Cable Trays ensures proper routing, cable management, NEC compliance, grounding,

fire safety, and load

NEC Article 392 outlines the key rules for installing and maintaining industrial cable tray systems. These

systems,

When cable trays have to run through or under raised floor areas, an easy access all along the cable tray paths

in these areas must

This method statement covers the site installation of the cable tray &  ladders and the requirements of checks

to be
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