
How high should the electrical
distribution box be off the ground at the
construction site 

Article Overview

The bottom edge of a distribution box should generally be installed between 1.5 meters (4.9 feet) and 1.8

meters (5.9 feet) above the ground for safe and convenient access.

Indoor Installation

For wall-mounted indoor distribution boxes, the recommended height is typically 4.5 to 5.5 feet (1.37 to 1.68

meters) from the floor, which allows easy access for operation, inspection, and maintenance without bending

or stretching . The center of the operating handle of the highest breaker should not exceed 6 feet 7 inches (2.0

meters) above the floor, in accordance with the National Electrical Code (NEC), ensuring accessibility for

most adults . For older or disabled users, a slightly lower height around 4 feet (1.2 meters) may be more

practical .

Outdoor Installation

Outdoor distribution boxes should be mounted at least 3 feet (0.9 meters) above ground level to protect against

water, dirt, and potential flooding . Ground-mounted boxes should be raised 2 to 4 inches (5-10 cm) to prevent

moisture damage. Ensure the location is dry, well-ventilated, and away from wet areas or corrosive

environments .

Construction Site Considerations

o Accessibility: Place the box where it can be easily reached for inspection and emergency operation.

o Safety: Avoid locations near water, sinks, or areas prone to flooding.

o Stability: Use firm mounting brackets or screws to prevent movement or tilting due to vibration or collisions

.

o Compliance: Follow local codes, NEC, IEC, or BS 7671 standards for height and installation practices .

o Maintenance: Ensure sufficient clearance around the box for safe operation and future servicing .

Summary

For most construction sites, install the bottom edge of the distribution box between 1.5 and 1.8 meters above

the ground, with the highest operating handle not exceeding 2 meters. Outdoor boxes should be at least 3 feet

above ground and protected from moisture. Proper placement ensures safety, accessibility, and compliance

with electrical standards .
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Electrical panel height from floor The dimension for height of working space for equipment operating at 600

volts (V), nominal, or less

Many local jurisdictions or installers suggest keeping the bottom of the panel at least 12 inches off the finished

floor to

Maintenance - operators of high machinery should be instructed not carry out any work on top of the

machinery near overhead

**Electrical panels need to be installed 4? off the ground with the ''center grip handle/toggle'' of the highest

circuit

It is a height that keeps the receptacle low enough to be unobtrusive and easily concealed by furniture, yet

high

The guidance covers the key elements to consider when devising safe working practices and is for people who

carry out work on or

For higher capacity voltage breaker boxes, the panel itself should follow the standard height - between 36 to

48 inches

Install a distribution box at 4.5 to 5.5 feet high for safety, accessibility, and compliance. This height ensures

easy use and protection

A visual guide to NEC 110.26 working space requirements. Understand the required depth, width, and height

clearances for panels,

The National Electrical Code provision 110.26 clarifies that electrical boxes must be supplied with at least 3

feet of free

The following hazards are the most frequent causes of electrical injuries: contact with power lines, lack of

ground-fault protection,

The requirement was changed to permit other equipment associated with the electrical installation to be

installed above or below the

Is there a rule-of-thumb ---or Code requirement for the distance (inches) above ground for mounting outdoor
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electrical

Electrical - AC &  DC - Outdoor Outlet Height - I am installing an outdoor outlet that I plan on attaching to a

4x4 post

This article provides an exhaustive examination of the principles and standards governing

Clearance: Electrical panels must be installed in a readily accessible area with a minimum clearance of 30

inches (762 mm) wide, 3 ft

Web: https://www.in-au.co.za
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