
Common support size for cable trays

Article Overview

Cable trays should be supported at intervals of 4 to 6 feet for most types, with supports designed to handle the

total cable load and environmental factors.

Support Spacing Guidelines

The National Electrical Code (NEC) recommends that cable trays be supported at intervals specified by the

manufacturer, but not exceeding 5 feet for horizontal runs to ensure proper load distribution and prevent

sagging or damage to cables . For ladder-type trays, the rungs should be no more than 9 inches apart, and the

ideal support span is generally 4 to 6 feet, depending on the tray type and cable weight . Perforated and wire

mesh trays may require closer spacing if carrying heavier or densely packed cables .

Support Types

Common support methods include:

o Trapeze hangers: Suspended from ceilings, ideal for long horizontal runs .

o Cantilever wall brackets: Mounted directly to walls for vertical or side runs .

o Hanging clamps or bars: Used with threaded rods to suspend trays, supporting up to 280 lbs per foot

depending on the system .

o Center suspensions: For additional support in long spans or heavy cable loads .

Load Considerations

The support system must be designed to handle:

o The weight of the cables and the tray itself.

o External loads such as wind, seismic activity, or maintenance access .

o Environmental factors like moisture, chemicals, or temperature extremes, which may affect material choice

(steel, stainless steel, or galvanized finishes), .

Best Practices

o Always follow the manufacturer's load capacity charts to determine maximum span and support type .

o Ensure uniform support to prevent uneven stress and potential cable damage .

o Avoid overfilling trays, as this can reduce ampacity and increase mechanical stress .

o For sensitive or lightweight cables (e.g., fiber optics), consider wire mesh trays with closer support spacing

for stability and flexibility . By adhering to these guidelines, cable trays will maintain structural integrity,
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ensure safety, and comply with NEC and industry standards.

What is Cable Tray Systems? An electrical cable tray is a type of containment system used to support

insulated electrical cables for

SOLID-BOTTOM CABLE TRAY Providing additional cable protection, solid-bottom cable tray is sometimes

preferred to support and

Learn about cable tray width dimensions and specifications as per NEC standards. Understand types, sizes,

materials, and

Cable tray length is selected based on the load to be supported, the distance between the supports (also

referred to as the span),

Learn how to calculate the perfect cable tray size and dimensions for your electrical project. This guide covers

load

Properly sizing your cable tray is critical for safety and compliance. Our free calculator helps you determine

the correct tray size

Selecting the appropriate electrical cable tray dimensions is a critical decision that directly impacts the safety,

Explore standard sizes by tray type, understand width and depth limits, and see how to

Learn cable tray sizing with accurate width and dimension calculations. Avoid common mistakes for efficient

cable

In accordance with its continuous impro-vement policy, Legrand reserves the right to change the specifications

and illus-trations

Standard electrical cable tray dimensions for width typically range from 50 millimeters to 1000 millimeters in

metric

Key Factors Impacting Cable Tray Spacing Understanding cable tray spacing is key to

Standard Cable Tray Dimensions Cable tray dimensions are not chosen at random. Across

Learn how to accurately calculate cable tray support quantities in electrical
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Ventilated trough cable tray is often used when the specifier does not want to use ladder cable tray to support

small diameter

Explore the essential cable tray support spacing requirements for safe and efficient
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