
Color of Multimode and Singlemode Fiber

Article Overview

Single-mode fiber typically has a yellow jacket, while multimode fiber uses orange, aqua, or other colors

depending on the type.

Outer Jacket Colors

The outer jacket color is the primary visual indicator of fiber type according to the EIA/TIA-598-D standard.

Common conventions include:

o Single-mode fiber (SMF): Yellow jacket, optimized for long-distance transmission using laser light sources .

o Multimode fiber (MMF):

o OM1 (62.5/125 um) and OM2 (50/125 um): Orange jacket, suitable for short-distance applications with

LED light sources .

o OM3 and OM4 (laser-optimized 50/125 um): Aqua jacket, designed for higher-speed, short-distance

networks using VCSEL lasers .

o OM5 (wideband multimode 50/125 um): Lime green jacket, supporting multiple wavelengths for advanced

data center applications .

Connector and Boot Colors

Connector boots also help identify fiber type and polish:

o Single-mode fiber: Blue boot for UPC polish, green boot for APC polish .

o Multimode fiber: Beige boot for OM1/OM2, aqua boot for OM3/OM4, lime green for OM5 . These colors

allow technicians to quickly distinguish fiber types during installation or maintenance.

Inner Fiber Color Coding

Inside multi-fiber cables, individual fibers are color-coded for identification. The standard 12-color sequence

is:

o Blue

o Orange

o Green

o Brown

o Slate

o White

o Red

o Black
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o Yellow

o Violet

o Rose

o Aqua For cables with more than 12 fibers, the sequence repeats with additional markings or stripes to

differentiate groups .

Summary

o Single-mode fiber: Yellow jacket, blue/green connectors, small 9 um core, long-distance use.

o Multimode fiber: Orange, aqua, or lime jackets depending on type (OM1-OM5), beige/aqua/lime connectors,

larger cores (50-62.5 um), short-distance use.

o Inner fibers: Follow a standardized 12-color sequence for identification within multi-fiber cables. These

color conventions ensure proper identification, reduce installation errors, and facilitate maintenance in

complex fiber optic networks .

Conclusion: Mastering Fiber Identification for Network Success Navigating the world of fiber optics can seem

daunting,

In fiber-optic communication, a single-mode optical fiber, also known as fundamental- or mono-mode,  is an

optical fiber designed

Learn more about Single Mode and Multimode Optical Fibers - their design, key differences, and intended

fiber optic systems

Learn the key differences between single mode vs multimode fiber cables and choose the

Discover how to identify if your SFP (Small Form-factor Pluggable) module is single-mode or multimode.

Look for SM

Remember the fiber tip at some point will connect or mate with another fiber assembly or a piece of

equipment. With

Compare multimode vs single mode fiber to understand their core differences and applications. Learn which

fiber type

The primary distinction between single mode and multi-mode fiber optic cable is the fiber core diameter,

wavelength & 

Where singlemode fiber cables have a single glass strand at their core, measuring around 8
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Single Mode vs Multimode Fiber Cable: Compare core size, bandwidth, distance, cost, and best use cases to

help you

Single mode fiber typically uses a yellow jacket, while multimode fiber uses different colors based on the OM

By following the color code, you can visually verify compatibility before making a connection, saving hours

of

Different outer jacket colors represent different types of fibers. Typically, a yellow jacket indicates

single-mode fiber

In the center, orange cable means multimode fiber and the beige connector indicates 62.5/125 fiber. On

Explore the difference between single-mode and multimode fiber cables. Make an informed decision for

optimal communication with

How to Tell the Difference Between Single Mode and Multimode Fiber? Knowing how to tell
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