
Card-type optical module

Article Overview

Card-type optical modules are hot-pluggable transceivers that convert electrical signals to optical signals and

vice versa, available in various form factors and transmission rates to support high-speed data communication.

Overview

Card-type optical modules are optoelectronic devices used in fiber optic communication systems to transmit

and receive data at high speeds. They operate at the physical layer of the OSI model, converting electrical

signals from a system card into optical signals for fiber transmission, and vice versa ( ). These modules are

typically hot-swappable, allowing installation or replacement without powering down the system ( ).

Common Form Factors

Optical modules come in multiple form factors to fit different system cards:

o SFP (Small Form-Factor Pluggable): Supports LC fiber connectors, commonly used for 1G or 10G

transmission ( ).

o SFP+ / SFP28: Enhanced versions of SFP for higher rates (10G for SFP+, 25G for SFP28), with tighter

cages to reduce EMI ( ).

o XFP: 10G module, larger than SFP+, supports LC connectors ( ).

o QSFP / QSFP+ / QSFP28 / QSFP56 / QSFP-DD: Quad small form-factor pluggable modules for 40G, 100G,

200G, or 400G transmission, often using MPO connectors ( ).

o CXP: High-density parallel optics transceiver for short multimode links, providing 12 channels in each

direction ( ).

o CFP: Larger module for high-speed applications, supporting 100G and above ( ).

Transmission Rates and Fiber Types

Optical modules are classified by transmission rates: FE, GE, 10GE, 25GE, 40GE, 100GE, 200GE, and

400GE ( ). They also support single-mode or multimode fibers:

o Single-mode modules: Long-distance transmission, wide bandwidth, high capacity ( ).

o Multimode modules: Short-distance, lower cost, suitable for small-capacity links ( ).

Wavelength and Monitoring

Modules may operate at center wavelengths of 850 nm, 1310 nm, or 1550 nm. Wavelength division

multiplexing (WDM) modules, including CWDM and DWDM, allow multiple signals on different

Page 1/3



Card-type optical module

wavelengths for efficient spectrum use ( ). Enhanced modules (eSFP) provide monitoring of voltage,

temperature, bias current, and optical power ( ).

Design Considerations

Modern optical modules require:

o Reduced power consumption to limit temperature rise.

o Precise laser diode control for stable output.

o Accurate photodiode sensing for signal integrity ( ). These modules are widely used in data centers, telecom

networks, and high-speed enterprise networks, providing flexible, scalable, and reliable optical connectivity.

Cisco offers a comprehensive range of pluggable optical modules in the Cisco ONS

Explore the ultimate guide to optical modules. Learn types, functions, performance metrics &  how to choose

the right

Management The Cisco NCS 1014 2.4T line card supports all management feature as mentioned in the NCS

1014

If you cannot push the optical module into an optical module cage any longer, the optical module is in good

contact with the board

Cisco Optical Services Modules Cisco offers a wide variety of plug-in cards supporting optical based

platforms. Additional Resources

Optical modules are available in various types to meet diversified requirements. Classified by transmission

rates Depending on

Log in or sign up to ChatGPT

Introduction Optical modules are critical components in fiber optic communications, enabling the conversion

between

View the TI Optical module block diagram, product recommendations, reference designs and start designing.

such as switches, NIC (network interface card), and media converters. It makes SFP module necessary in fiber

optical
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WDM modules differ from other types of optical modules in center wavelengths. A common optical module

has a center wavelength

Explore the working principles, structures, and performance metrics of optical modules, essential components

of

Optical modules are electronic devices used in communication systems to transmit optical

Optical modules are available in various types to meet diversified requirements. Classified by transmission

rates Currently, the

Hier sollte eine Beschreibung angezeigt werden, diese Seite l&#228;sst dies jedoch nicht zu.

the present inventionrelates to a card type optical transceiver module which is optimum for connecting an

optical communication line
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